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The Editor has in these words set forth so justly the
aims of the Commentary that I need on1" say we find it
of very great practical value The pupils read the general
articles and the introductions to the separate Books,
they read too the Prophets and the poetical books with
the notes supplied Thus they leave school with a f airly
enlightened knowledge of the books of the Old Testament
and of the aids modern scholarship has brought towards
their interpretation; we hope also with increased
reverence for and delight in the ways of God with men

The New Testament comes under another category
The ^ame commentaries are used and the same methods
followed, that is, the reverent reading of the text, with
the following narration which is often curiously word
perfect after a single reading, this is the more sur-
prising because we all know how difficult it is to repeat
a passage which we have heard a thousand times; the
single attentive reading does away with this difficulty
and we are able to assure ourselves that children's minds
are stored with perfect word pictures of every tender
and beautiful scene described in the Gospels, and are able
to reproduce the austere if equally tender teaching which
enforces the object lessons of the miracles. By degrees
the Person of Our I/ord as revealed in His words and His
works becomes real and dear to them, not through emo-
tional appeals but through the impression left by accurate
and detailed knowledge concerning the Saviour of the
World, Who went about doing good Dogmatic teaching
finds its way to them by inference through a quiet realisa-
tion of the Bible records, and loyalty to a Divine Master
is likely to become the guiding principle of their lives.

I should like to urge the importance of what may be
called a poetic presentation of the life and teaching of Our
I,ord The young reader should experience in this study
a curious and delightful sense of harmonious development,
of the rounding out of each incident, of the progressive